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SOME 


CONSIDERATIONS 


About the moſt proper Way of 


Raiſing Money 


In the Preſent ConjunRure. il 


Here has happened nothing more memorable 
in this Age, nor in which che Providence of 


. God has been more lignally remarkable, than 
the. late , Reyolution of the Government, in | theſe 


— Kingdoms. The Changes in Naples and Portugal 


wyre, not more ſurprizing, than what our Eyes have 
ſcea.in, our owe;Native Country. - Nor were the Op- 

preſſions under which we laboured, and .the Rug 
Shicls threatned us, leſs dreadful than thac whichicau- 
fed zghe-Revol; of thole Kingdoms from thole who.abu; 


ledrhe, Tralt of Governmeatr, to yn them, 


Jaws ware trampled under got, And;- 
maar mbliſh 'd, to let up, Will and Pleaſure in Mfr: 


roam jungles the gant and prerence of dil (peaſiog. Pow: 
LY cov Mas ovtrihroma, by ge. 'rrigh 
yy Ad gopmphng 
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Members of Parliament Men were required, under 
pain of the higheſt diſpleaſure, co conſent and concur 
co the (acrifiſing their Religion and the Liberty of 
their Country. The worthieſt, honeſteſt and braveſt 
Men in England, had been barbarouſly murdered, and 
to aggravate the Injuſtice which was done them, all had 
been varniſh'd over with a Colour of Law, and the 
Formality of Tryals; not unlike the Caſe of Naboth 
and Abab. Thoſe whom the Law had declared Trai- 
tors, were, in defiance of the National Authority, 
introduced into our Counſels, and the Conduct of Af- 
fairs put into their Hands. Our Univerſities were in- 
vaded by open Force, thole who were in the lawful 
Pofleffion of the Government of Colledges, turned 
out, and Papiſts ſent thicher in their room ; amid if 
that Attempt had throughly proſpered, the Churches 
and Pulpits would ſoon have followed. It were vain 
to go about to enumerate Particulars. In a Word, the 
Nation was undone. All was loſt. The Judges were 
ſuborn'd or threatned to declare, that the King was 
Maſter of all the Laws; and the Biſhops were re- 
quired to publiſh this new-created Prerogative in all 
the Ch of Fngland, by the mouths of the Cler- 

'. which when ſome of emnfifetw do, repre- 
enting to'the King, with the utmoſt Submiſſion and 
Modeſty that neither Conſcience nor Juſtice-permit- 
red thern to-do what he deſired, they were  proſcuced 
at Law, as if chey' had been guilty of fotne great 


Crime. 
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Crime: '- Letters 'were written and intercepted, by 
_ whichy it appeared evidently, that the Change of ou? 
Religion was determined, and that Popery was to 
be brought in with all ſpeed, left che Opportunity 
thould be loſt. And for the better compaſſing this 
pious Defign, our Civil and Parliamentary Rights 
were to be taken away, in ordine ad ſpirituale. And 
when the Nation, and thoſe who were concern'd fot 
it, being terrined by the greatneſs of the Danger, 
would have compounded ſo far, as to have taken a- 
way the Penal Laws againſt Papiſts, and ſo have fet 
them a Level with other Engliſh Subjects, pro- 
vided the Teſt might have been continued, and the Go- 
verntnent ſecured from falling into' the Hands of that 
FaQtion,all ſuch Offers were deſpiſed and reje&ted with 
fcort: nor would any thing content the Bigotry and 
Arbitrary Humour of thoſe who were then'in the Sad 
dle; teſs than the Total enſlaving of rhe Nation, and 
the re-eftabliſhment of that idolatrous Religion, from 
which onr Anceſtors had freed themſelves with' fo 
much” Bravery and Generoſtty, in the beginning vf 
the laſt Century. Ro CO TITTIE 

This deplorable ſtate of Things awaken'd the Minds 
ofthoſe of onr Gentry and deyeoho d any thin 
remaittingin'them of thac Engtiſh Love of Liberr and 


Impatience of Slavery, which kas fo ofted'refaicgth 

Nation from the brink of Ruin. -They faw co wharthe 
Neceſliy of Self-defence obliged them, and reſolv'd to 
roy A 2 ſhake 
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ſhake off the Y oak they could not bear. And in ordes to 
this,many of them (as we all know) applied themſelves 
to ſome principal Members of the States Ceneral of 
the United Provinces,and tothe Prince of Orange, (their 
Stat-holder and Capraia- General) repreſenting rocthem 
how nearly they were concern'd in what then paſled in 
England, which was but one branch of the Delign dri- 
ven on by the French King, and his Adhereats, for en- 
ſlaving all Europe, and rooting out what they called the 
Northern Herely,both Name and Thing. They ſhew'd 
them, that if they ſuffered the Conſpiracy of our com- 
mon Enemiesto go on any further, they would infalli- 
blybe inyolv'd inour Ruin, and that very (peedily; and 
muſt neceſlarily fall under the French Yoak, of which 
they had felt the weight in the years 1 672,6 1673, and 
bad lately heard more of it from choſe great numbers 
of perſecuted French Proteſtants which had taken Re- 
fuge in their Country. They intimated how glorious 
it would be for them to become the Sanftuary of op- 
prefled Innocence. Andlaſtly, they put them in mind 
of what had heretofore been done for their Republick 
by the Engliſh Nation, when they had newly caft off 
the Spaniſh Tyranny, and were forced to implore the 
Succor of their Neighbours againſt a Power which then 
carried on the ſame Deſigns, and much by the lame 
Methods, which we have ſeen copied from them, b 
the French in our time. T hey convinced them that al 
Reaſons of Gratitude, Humanity, Policy and Chriſti- 
anity 
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anicy concur'd to encline them to comply with theic 
Requeſt in putting to their helping Hand for the op- 
——_ a Bank to that Torrent which otherwile would 
overflow all Chriſtendom. Neither was this Buſineſs of 
a nature to admit any Delay. Our Patriots made them 
ſee, and prov'd to them by Realons unan{werable, 
( which are now obvious to every one's Obſervation } 
that if they ſlipped the Opportunity then in their Hands, 
by the French King's drawing his Forces to the Upper 
Rhine, ro begin the War by che Siege of Philipsburg, 
(which was occaſioned by the falle Intelligence he had 
received from his Ambaſſador and Penſioners in our 
Court) who being intoxicated with ſome late Succeſles, 
deſpiſed the People at a great rate, and thought it be- 
tow them to ger Information of thole they called the 
Mal-Conteats) I ſay, if they let paſs that occaſion of 
helping us, it would, in all provabiliy.ne to late to at+ 
tempt any thing hereafter ; .the two Kings hoping by 
their joint- Forces and Counſels in a ſhort time, to put 
both the Dutch and Engliſh out of a Capacity of 
diſputing their Pleafure, . All cheſe Arguments, and 
the Inſtances of our worthy Country-men, prevailed 
to that degree, that the Dutch refolv'd upon lending 
us their belt Troops, and actually ſent them over un- 
der the Condudt of the Prince of Orange, who found 
the Nation as well diſpoſed to receive him as,could be 
ed from a People whG& had ſuftered ſo much'al- 
ready, and looked'for worſe every day than other. 
At 
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At the time of che Prince's landing, ſeveral great Lotds 
and ſuch Gentlemen who had Conrage enough to ex- 
pole their Lives and Eſtates for the Deliverance of 
their Country, appeared in Arms, as had been con- 
certed ;” and what the Succels of this Heroick Under- 
taking was we all know; and every good Man ftill 
bleſſes (30d for his Goodnels to this Nation, ia pro- 
ſpering and mu eftetual ſo juſt and pious an 
Enterprize. And altho the Dutch found their Accounc, 
as well as we, in the Succeſs of this glorious Action 
and beſides, the Engliſh Parliament recompenſed 
them fully for che Charge they had been at in chis Ex- 
ition, paying thera 600000 |. - which was the 
um of Mon y demanded; yet there is no trug 
Engliſh-man, nor vertuous Man amongſt us, who will 
not think himſelf baund, upon all occaſions, to Ac- 
knowledg the unſpeakable Obligation we haveto that 
wiſe and generqus Republick, for affting us in the 
time of our Diſtreſs, as we had formerly done by. 
them, vyhen they vveze ina like Extremity, Nor 
that the” Dutch can pretend, ( vyhat ſome Paraſices,a. | 
mong our [elves have fondly imagin'd and printed 
to have acquired by their Arrgs, a Right of Conqueſt 
over us, no more than vye had done over them an 
hundred Years ago, vyhen vve ſent them  Aſliſtance 
pain the ward, or. Monſieur de Schomberg over 
the Portugueſe,vvhen he led an Army for their Delive- 
rance. Butas then, ſo novy, a People oppreſſed and 
unjuſtly 
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unjuſtly inſulced over, by choſe yvho ſhould protect 
them, and Rudy their Happineſs, baving firſt cried all 
fair means, and uled all forts of Subiiſſions to touch 
the Hearts, and change the Minds of thier cruel Op- 
preſſors,and at length finding all ſuch means ineffe&tu- 
al, do invoke the Aſſiſtance of their Neighbours, who 
finding it their Intereſt, upon many accounts, to pre- 
vent the Ruin of thoſe that call upon them for Aid, 
and withal commilerating their {ad and deſperate 
Condition,do affilt them with their Armies and Fleets, 
ro preventthe Deſtruction coming upon them; which 
endeavours in conjun&ion with thoſe of the oppreſled 
Nation, God having crowned with the deſired Succeſs, 
ic may well excite in the Hearts of thole who have 
beer: thus helped, a very high degree of Gratitude, 
and may be a Foundation of a laſting Union and 
Friendſhip between the two Nations, but can by no 
means give cither of them any right of Conqueſt or 
Pre-eminence ot Authority over the other, no more 
than if a Man's Houſe were on hire, his Neighbour 
would acquire any right of Propriety in it by help- 
ing to quench it. Thus I ſhould not have mention'd, 
but for the Petulancy of {ome Flatterers, who would 
make us believe we have brought our ſelves under a 
more abſolute condition of Slavery, by taking up 
Arms, than we were in before; which was ſo far 
trom the Thoughts of pur Anceſtors, in the like caſe, 
that neither Quten' Elizabeth, the, Earl .ot+ Leiceſter, 


nor 
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nor any other Perſon who had a Hand in the Delive- 
rance of the Dutch from the Tyranny of the Spani- 
ards, ever dreamtof having gotten any Title of Pow- 
er over them by what they had done for them, nor 
ever demanded or exerciled any, other than what was 
intruſted in their Hands by the Dutch chemlelves, as 
long as they thought ir necellary for their own Good. 
Ang our preſent King is ſo far from having any 
thoughts of this kind, that we know from the Lear- 
ned Prelate, who preach'd his Coronation-Sermon, 
that ther&'is nothing he detefts more than the Impura- 
rion or Suſpicion of a Conqueſt. Which is an evi- 
dent Proof, not only of his Majeſties good Intentions 
ro this Kingdom, but likewile of his great Wiſdom, 
and the Soundnels of his Judgment, fince if we were 
conquer'd, we ſhould fall under the Dutch Republick; 
having been conquer'd by their Men and Money, and 
| ſo our Government would no longer be a Monarchy, 
| but we ſhould be a Province, or -Part of that-Com- 
monwealth. | | 

Bur to return where [ lefr oft, Things being brought 

[f about in this manner, as we all know, and King 7ames 
being run away, the Nation, though juſtly incenſed 
againſt him, did not chink fie to change the antient 
Form of Government, bur fer the Crown/upon the 
Head of the preſent King and Queen, (with ſuch Li- 
mications as they thought neceſlary ) being willing tor 
the firſt Patt,' (according - to the Cuſtom ef our An- 


| ceſtors, 


} 
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ceſtors, both in the Saxon times and ſince, upon the 
Depoſition of Kings for Miſgovernmeat) to take the 
next in Blood, it there was no reaſonable ObjeQion . 
and at the ſame time, to ſhew their thankfulaels to 
the then Prince of Orange, for the Share he had iv our 
Deliverance, by heading our Patriots, and leading 
the Dutch Army, they aflociated him in the Throne 
with the Queen his Wife, as may be ſeen in the A& 
which conſtitutes and direQs the Adminiſtration of 
this. preſent Government. This was- thought ſafer 
and better than any new Scheme of Government, or 
then a Regency, which yet was debated, and pur to 
the queſtion in both Houſes : And preſently after, a 
War-was declared againſt France, and ſuch a Confe- 
deracy entred into , this Nation, both with. the 
Dutch, and ſeveral other Princes and States, as has 
already produced very good Effects, and'ir may be 
hoped (with Crod's Blefling and good Management) 
will be effeual to humble the haughty French Mo- 
narch, and to ſettle us once again upon Foundations 

of Religion and Liberty, not eafily to be ſhaken, | 
Ic wil be readily granted by all wile and well-in- 
tentionated Perſons, that the Safety and higheſt Inte- 
reſt of the Nation does abſolutely require the Support 
ol this preſent Grovernment, and the maintaining of 
the Confederacy into which we are entred, . It any 
Man doubts this, let him recal wo his Mind the miſera- 
ble Condition in which we were four years ago, when 
we were bidding Adieu to all that was dearito us, pus 
: | B | Reli- 
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Religion, one Laws and our- Liberties, which the 
Popiſh Fattion had ſwallowed up in Imagination, 
and would have done lo efteftually, if God had nor 
appeared for us in a miraculous Manner. Let ſuch a 
Man lay his Hand upon his Heart, and conſider how 
the French King has treated his Fellow-Proteftants, 
contrary to the Faith of all Promiſes, Oaths and E- 
difts made by himſelf and his Anceſtors, ſarp 
the 'Barbarity both of anmtient and later Perfecutors. 
Lee hina remember the ſtrict union of Intereſt and 
Counſels that was between that King and King James, 
who both drove on the ſame deſign of exterminating 
Hereticks, and rooting the remainders of 'Liberty our 
of the World ; inſomuch that we fee the French King 
has made King 7emer's Cauſe his own; and no body 
doubts, or can doubt, but if he ſhould ever recover 
the Poſlefſion of theſe Kmgdoms, ic would be only to 
hold them m quality of the French King's Lieutenant, 
ro whoſe Ambition and Bigotry we muft alt be (acrt- 
ficed: I'ſay, tet any Man who makes'it a queſtion, 
whether it be neceſſary to ſupport this Government, 
and enable it to go on withthe Confederacy, revolve 
ii theſe things in his Mind, and at the fame time figure 

r6& himſelf, in caſe our Crovernment, for want of 
fapply. ſhould not be able to carry on the War, and 
{6 we ſhould again be over-run, we reduced nnder the 
Yoak of our Enemies, with what redoubled Rage 
ind Fury they would return upon us, under the colour 
ef recovering their Right, and puniſhing Rebellion , 


and 
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and how lutle appearance chere would be, after this, 
of any pew opportunity of Deliverance, ar of a pol- 
ſibility 80 hold _ roteſtant Religion in any part 
of the World, the deſtrution of its Profeſlors in 
England and Holland, which I join to each other, be- 
caule we all know their Intereſts are now igfeparable, 
and they mult Rand and fall together. And if after 
all chis, any ene can be backwasd in doing his utmoſt 
to make good what we have done in this Revolution, 
os. be willing we ſhould fall back into chat Gulph of 
Miſery and Contuſion from whence we are {a 
eſcaped, (which will bethe infallible effect of nat (up- 
porting this Government and Confederacy) 1 conktels 
I have no more to ſay to ſuch a Man. 

But to come to the main deſign of this Diſcourle , 
Icis cercaialy impodlible, in the preſent ſtate of things, 
that this Government ſhould ſubhRt, and nauch Tels 
be able to bear its Part in the Alliance againſt our 
Common Enemies, unlels there be great Sums of Mo- 
| ney given. 'Thole are the Sinews of War, and all 
other Buſineſs, Qur dear-bought Experience has 
taught us what vaſt Taxes are abſolutely neceſlary wo 
maintain thoſe Armies and Fleets which are requiſite 
for our Security, and for the defence of our Religious 
and Civil Rights : and provided we attain thoſe ends, 
ir will not be thought, at long-run, we have bought 
them too dear, In this cale we may well ſay, Dinudi- 
um plus Toto. A wiſe and a good Man will rather chnte 
(if it came to that paſs) to.enjoy one half of his Eſtate, 
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with the Liberty of his Conſcience and the Preſervati- 
on of his Birth-right, than to poſſeſs a double or cre- 
ble' proportion of Riches, whilſt his Mind muſt be 
enſlaved to the Superſtition of knaviſh and intereſted 
Prieſts, his innocent Friends and Country-men facri- 
ficed to the Idol of Arbitrary Power, (as we have late- 
ly ſeen it praCtifed) and the Title that is left him to his 

ofleſbons and Liberty, -only precarious 'and 


own P 
during pleaſure. Our good Neighbours and Allies 
the Dutch, do not think much of the Charge they 
were at in freeing themſelves from the Oppreſſion of 
the! Spaniards, nor of that they have been forced to 
undergo for the maintaining their Country and Liber- 
ty againſt the Inſults of the French King, tho they have 
been forced, ſome years,to pay half their Revenue, and 
ſometimes all,and more than all, for carrying on of the 
War. The Suifjes do not regret the hazardous & charge- 
able effort which they made to deliver themlelves 
from the intolerable " rs of the Houſe of Auſtria, 
nor the infinite numbers of Men, and the Money that 
has been employ'd fince that time to make good what 
was then done. Provided that Warlike Nation al- 
ways prefer the Love of Liberty, derived to them 
from'their Anceſtors, before the Love of Money 
(wich which their Enemies endeavour to corrupt 
| them) they have nothing to fear. Nay, in France it 
felf, which is the Center of Tyranny, and where 

even Mens Minds are enſlaved and captivated by the 

Artifice of Prieſts and. ſcribling Court-Sycophanes, 
iy | and 


ETTFFT TT” 


( 13) 
and the very love and deſire of Liberty is loft, (which 
aſſuredly is the utmoſt of all Misfortunes) there are 
yer ſome Perſons (as we ſee by ſeveral Writings ) 
who aſpire after a Deliverance, and would willing| 
hazard their Lives, and part with what they have _>7 
precious, to vindicate their Country from the bazba- 
rous and inhumane Tyranny under which it groans; 
and if they were happy enough to compals the Exe- 
cution of {o noble and vertuous a Deſign, they would 
think no Charge nor no Expence too great to main- 
tain thoſe Rights and Privileges which have been here- 
tofore qpjoy's by cheir Anceſtors, and of which th 
have been ſo unjuſtly robb'd, without any proſpect o 
Redreſs, ever fince their Kings grew. ſtrong wor 
to govern them, without ſſemblin the States of 
Country. And ſince that time they have madea ſhifr, 


| by theaſliſtance of Prieſts, and mercenary Upſtarts 


rais'd by themſelves to favour their Arbitrary Purpo- 
ſes, to bring that Nation to a pals, which has given oc- 
calion to ſome who have long voyaged in the Faſtern 
Parts of che World, to afhirm, that there is more Ty- 
ranny effe&ually praQtiſed in France in one Year, than 
in all choſe Parts in twenty; the Princes of thoſe Coun- 
tries not having learn'd to refine in thoſe Diabolical 
Politicks tothe degree which the French have arriv'd at. 

To this purpole I cannot but mention: what was 
ſaid to me at Paris ten Years igo, by the great Hiſte- 
rian Monſieur de Mezeray, whom I knew very particu- 


larly, and who wasa Man of great Worth and Vertue, 
| and. 
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and therefore very tli-ufed-by the Miniſtry of France. 
Diſcourfing with hier abont the difference of the Go- 
vernitnent in 'France and ' England, he broke out into 
this Expreſſion, 0 fortunatos niminm, bona [i ſua ndrint, 
Angligenas ! We had once (ſaid he) m France the ſame 
pmeſs, and' the ſame Priviledges which you have. - Our 
Laws were maile by Repreſentatives of our 'own choofmy © 
Otr Money was not taken from us,' but by our own Confent, 
our Kings were ſubjeft to the Rales of Law and Reaſon, 
(with many other things ' of that kind, which he” added) 
but now alas! 'wx' are miſeyable; and off is oft. Think no- 
tag, Sir, tov dear to' maintain theſe pretious Advanzages ; 
if ever there be occafion, ventare your Life, your Eſtate, 
and all you bave, rather than ſubmit to the miſerable Con- 
Uriah to which you fre tw reduc'd: Theſe words, with 
what 1 atually ſaw of the Miſery of that Country, 

made an knpreſfion ih me which nothing can effice. 
The Queſtion therefore with all ſober Men and 
ſincere P = 7 Nin = be, —_ we ſhall 
tain our Tibeity, by fupporting this Govern- 
nent, add einaHliny ut | ds hs War ; nor 

conſequently whether we ſhall raiſe Sums of Mon 
Rropart le to that end; but only what will be 
ie beſt manher and method of raiſing Money, fo 
as tnay, be moſt for che eaſe of the Subje&t, and above 
all, for the upholding our Confticution, and ſecu- 
ring thoſe ends for which we took up Artns; and 
that was not any perſonal regard whatſoever, bur 
the recovery and ſecurity of our Rights and Liberties, 
which 
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which had beenſo unjuſtly invaded. "Thrs is che thing 
we muſt always keepin oat' Eye, and fteer ous whole 
courſe by this Pole-Rar; otherwiſe the hazards we have 
hitherro expoſed our felyes to, and the Succeſs with 
which God has blefſe us, will Ticele avail ws, whilſt 
by flying one Extrearm we rut incoanether ;- or, to uſe 
the old Proverb, by avoiding Scylle fall into Charybdia. 

= way whic boa been _ Cn of 
by tome 'who pretend a c 
Co Gaverneneds, 'aftd wb 5H ſeems (ve) rn 
greeable ro ſome People, is to lay a” Home-Excife 
upon things eatable- and &tri , and feveral 
other Merchandizes which are fold in the Marker. 
This \is the way 'uſed in Holand, ' arid the like was 
practiſed in ' ire the time” of "our Civil: Wars, 
Bir betauſe I carmot this manner of Taxinz 
at ehis rime in this Kingdom, as thinking t of che ut- 
moſt hazard in this begirtning of out Serdemens, and 
qunuany deſtruQtive to the ends' of ir; I {hall '(ec 
t 


my Reaſons, {with as'thucts plaidneſi-as/T 
ogether with ſome that wete' mentioned che |] 
Sefhorr of Parliament by forne' worthy Members of 
the Houle of Commons, that fo if ocher Men be 
convinced by them, I-may have: the Satisfa&ion of 
refle&ting, that I have been ufeful in forne degree in 
ſuggeſting thoſe ehimgs which may contribute to che: 
maintaining and continuing the Liberty of my Coutt- 
try ; which as it is dear to me above all things in- the 
World, fo in. my humble' Opinion, it is very-miuch 
concern'd in this Point, pe” My 
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and therefore very l-uſed-by the Miniſtry of France. 
Diſcourfing with fiir abont the difference of the Go- 
verntnent im 'France and ' England, he broke out into 
this Expreſſion, 0 fortnnatos niminm, bona ſi ſua ndrint, 
Angligenas ! We had once (ſaid he) m France the fame 
Flappmeſs, gnd' the ſame Priviledges which you have. - Our 
Laws were maile by Repreſentatives of our 'own choofimny : 
Onr Money was not taken from us,' but by our own Confent, 
our Kings were fubjeft to the Rates of Law and Reaſon, 
(with many other things of that Kind, which he added) 
but now alas ! 'we' are miſeyable; and off is loft, Think no- 
tha, Sir, tov drar to” maintain theſe pretions Advantages , 
if ever there be occafion, ventare your Life, your Eſtate, 
and all you bave, rather than ſubmit to the miſerable Con- 
Utah to which you fee ts reduc'd; Theſe words, with 
what 1 aCtually ſaw of the Miſery of that Country, 

made an kmpreſfion ih me which nothing can effiice. 
The Queſtion cherefore with all { Men and 
ſincere P =_ —rptap be, —_ we ſhatl 
tain our Tibeity,-by fuppor is (10vern- 
nent, ard enablin oe tw tan ke War ; nor 
conſequently whether we ſhall raiſe Sums of Money 
groport le to that end; bur only what will be 
ie beſt manner and method of raiſing Money, (6 
as thay, be moſt for che eaſe of the Subjet, and above 
all, fot the upholding our Confticution, and ſecy- 
ring thoſe ends for which we took up Artns; and 
that was not any perſonal regard whatſoever, bur 
the recovery and ſecurity of our Rights and Liberties, 


which 


ry | 

which had beenſo unjuſtly invaded. This is the thing 
we muſt always keepin oat' Eye, and fteer our whole 
courſe by this Pole-ſar,; orherwile the hazards we have 
hitherto expoſed our felves to, and the Succels with 
which God has blefſe# vs, will Tile avail ws, whilſt 
by flying ane Extream we rut intoanether ;- or, to uſe 
the old Proverb, by avoiding Scylla fall nero Charybdis. 

The way which has been moſt difcours'd of 
by forme 'who pretend a gre# Zeal for the 'pre- 
ſent Government, 'aftd which ſeems &© be moſt: a- 
greeable ro ſome People, is to lay a” Homo-Exciſe 
upon things eatable- and &ri , and feveral 
other Merchandizes which are fold in the Marker. 
This -is the way uſed in Hollaxd, ' arid the like was 
practiſed im Fngland' ire the time” of our Civil Wars, 
Bur becauſe I carmot this manner of Taxinz 
at ehis rime in this Kingdom, as thinking & of che ut- 
moſt hazard in this beyirtming of out Setclemern, and 
apparently deſtructive to the ends' of ir, I {hall "(ec 

my Reaſons, { with asthacty plaidneſi-as 1 

together with ſome that wete mentioned the | 
Sefhorr of Parliament by forne' worthy Members of 
the Houle of Commons, that fo if ocher Men be 
convinced by them, I-miay have:the SatisfaQion of 
refleting, that I have been ufeful in forne degree in 
ſuggeſting thoſe things which may contribute to che: 
maintaining and continuing the Liberty of my Couty- 
” ; which as it is dear to me above all thingy iv the 

old, fo in- my humble” Opinion, it is very: much 
concern'd in this Point, Im My 
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- 'My firſt two Conſiderations in reference to ſuch an 
Excile are, That if the Parliament ſhould grant it, 
they neither know what they granty nor can ever hope 
to lee an end of fuch a Grantzs that is. To make this 
out, I ſhall give-a ſhojs Hiſtorical Account | of the 
Exciſe now in- being, that ſo we may judg of Her- 
cules by his Foot gj which 1 think will ' afford us ſuch 
meaſures as cannot ealaly deceive us, 

Our Anceftors,\ whoſe chiet care it was to main- 
tain thoſe Rights and Priviledges which diſtinguiſh'd 
them ſoadvantagionſly from all the other People of 
theſe Weſtern Parts of Europe, and who delivered thoſe 
Priviledges to us as our beſt lnheritance, did conftancly 
ayoid this ſort of Tax, knowing its danger, and ab- 
borringithe ſervile Look of Beaux in their Markert- 
laces, and miſerable Fellows to come iato- cheir 
ouſes like Searchers, as if chey had hid ſome Crimi- 
nal, or conceal'd ſome Arms or Papers to the prejudice 
of the Government. It could nor enter into, their 
Heads'rhat'a: Leg. of - Mutton, ought to be ſuſpected 
for Treaſon, or a Loin of Beef, which was thoughe 
worthy to be knighted by ſome of our Kings, ſhould 
be accuſed of conſpiring againſt the Stare. 

This Example of, our Anceſtors, with the good 
Succeſs it has had, I ſhould think, ought to weigh a 
great deal with us in a matter of this Importance ; to 
which if we add the condition of the French, and 
others of our Neighbours, who are loaded with an 
infinite number - of Entries, Impoſts, in a word, 

| Exciles 
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Exciſes' of all ſorts, ( which at firſt were contrived 
and impoſed upon ſpecious pretences of great necefli- 

of the State, but never were, nor will be let go'by 
loſe who have found the ſweetneſs of them ) this 
will add great force to our Argument. But we muſt 
come nearer the Point, and ſhew how lately, and in 
what manner, Exciſes have been rais'd in England, and 
what uſe has been made of them, together with the 
Artifices by which they have been procured. 

The firſt Exciſe raisd in England, was in the time of 
our Civil Troubles and Diſori Neither did thoſe 
who rais'd it, adventure upon this| way, till they bad 
try'd all others to ſupply the neceſlities into which 
they had brought Fo. '\ team They had ſciſed into 
their Hands the Revenues both of the Crown and 
Church, and expoſed them to Sale. Mens Eftaces 
had been ſequeſtred, and their Property invaded and 
deſtroy'd, under the name of Delinquents. And 
when the Money was ſpent which had been raisd by 
theſe oppreſſive methods, they then fer up this way of 
Exciſe. Burt that had not been paid neither at chat 
time, but for the Army which was then kept up, as 
appeared in the Sedition of the Butchers and others 
upon that occaſion. 

Nor did they who impoſed the Exciſe in thoſe days, 
omit any ching that might hejp to ſweeren ſo bitter 
a Potion, and per{wade the People to (wallow it with 
the lels Reluctancy, They urged the great neceſlity 
there was of it at that time, which was at leaſt o_ 

C or 
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for thoſe who then raiſed it with any that can benow 
pretended to carry on this War. To makeit paſs the 
eaſier, they begun it in che moſt modeſt way they 
could devite.. If I miſtake nor, « was at firlt; bur for 
a Month or two, or three Months at moſt. They 
were ſenſible how averſe the Natton wasto this way 
of Taxing, and therefore they durſt not, in their firſt 
Atterapr, adventure farther. When the neceſſiry of 
their Aﬀairs, and the Streights in which chey found 
themſelves, yrs. _ — "ve _— Exciſe, 
they wou e People, it ſhould laſt but 
rivet and be preſently over. Bur for all that 
ence, we know too well x has not ceafed to this 
very day. When the gets his Head into a 
hole, 'rs no hard matter for him to draw his whole 
body after its Wile Men; like good Phyficians, muſt 
oppoſerhe beginoingsof Evils.  'Tis eafy'to prevent 
Miſchiefs, which ic'ts nor eafy, nor poſſible, ro reme- 
dy. The m_ of Politicians is known by their 
fore-ſecing and obviating Iaconveniences, too Rrong 
to be removed when they are once eſtabliſhed. 
Tarpigs ejicitur qudm non admittitur hoſpes. 
Soon-aftex the Reſtauration of K. Charles W. the 
Houſe of Commons exprefed a defire, as their Prede- 
ceſlors had: often done, to take away the Court of 
Wards, and they had lang, Deliberations how to ſertle 
upon the Crown a Recompence for it. Many ways 
were propoſed (as is uſual in ſuch cafes) bur at laſt it 
was thought beſt to lay iron Land; and they agreed 


the 


TT 0 OT OY” 


(39) 

the ſum to be 1 0000.1; per Aanum, and appointed a 
Commirtee to ſettle an 'equal rate upon every County 
towards it, This would have procured another greax 
advantage to the Nation, and eſpecially to the allo- 
ciared Counties, and: others that arc over-tax'd in the 
Monthly Aſleſſment, by bringing ia a juſt and equal 
way of taxing all the Lands of Exgland according to. 
their true value, The Commirrtee, in purſuance of the 
Order of the Houſe, having taken greatpains in ſerling 
a new Rate, at leagth agreed upon one, and reporred 
icro the Houle, fe it isentred in the Journal. Bur 
while they were taking all chele pains, che Court was 
privately inform'd by ſome ff deſigning Mea, that it 
would be of much greater ad vantage to thern to-get 2 
Graat of the Exciſe upon Beer _—_— lace the value 
of that was unknown, and they afſur'd chem that ic 
would amount tq a Sum vaſtly beyond wharz the Par- 
liament intended them in lieu of che Court of Wards. 
Thele Men encouraged the- Court to undertake this 
Work, and promiſed their own afliſtance, and endea- 
yours for the ſucceſs of their propoſal. Hereapon-the 
Court reſolved to-puſh for the ſerling of the whole Ex- 
ciſe: And by threatning privately the Members of that 
Houſe with a Diſſolution, and by giving to ſomeconſt- 
derable Places,they got a Queſtion put to ſertle one Moi- 
ety of the Exciſe (which had been invented and. rais'd 
on evidene neceſlity in the timgs of Civit War, and not 
granted longer than a few Months) upon the Crown 
in Fee, in licu of the Court of Wards, and the other 
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Moiety on the King for his Life. 

The former Part, to give the Moiety in Fee, in re- 
compence of the Wardſhips, was carried in the Afhrma- 
tive, tho, in truth, it was the giving 3000001. a year, 
for one; for which that Houſe is juſtly blamed,and will 
be ſo, as ill Husbands for the Kingdom, and unfaithful 
ro their Truft. A great Parliament-Man, lately decea- 
ſed, undertook to make out, it was the giving away 
the Barley-Land of England. 

-* Theother Part, iz, to give the other Moiery for 
Life, (as much as that Houſe was influenced by the 
Court) was firſt carried in the Negative,which enraged 
them to ſuch a degree, that the next day a Meſſage was 
ſent ro the Houſe, to let them know they were to/be 
diffolved a month after. "This was a ftrange and unu- 
fual m— They might have been quickned to dif- 
etch Publick Bills, _s cold, the Seffion would be bur 
{won But the Meſlage, as ſent, put Men throughout 
the Kingdom on ſupplanting of them. If the Members 
oh ſaid in Town, (and go they conld not without leave 
it of the Houſe) their ſeveral Intereſts in their Countries 
were indangered. If they went down, the ſertling the 
q Exciſe for Life might be carried,jin their abſence. This 
1h was the Dilemma the Court had brought them to ; and 
| accordingly it-was granted before that Seſſion ended. 

All this was compafled by the Artifices and Cla- 

[|| mours of the Court-Par:y, who we fince have ſeen at- 
med At nothing lower than the getting ſuch a Revenue 
| in the poſſeſſion of the Crown, as might have —_—_— 
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them to govern by Arbitrary Power, and aboliſh Par- 
liaments. They pleaded an abſolute nec (as ſome 
Men do now in their Diſcourſes about the Town ) for 
what they demanded. Bur there was indeed no ne- 
ceſſity, when K.Chaxles return'd, to give him the Exciſe. 
'Tis true, he had great occaſions, on his return, for 
Money ; but the Parliament, after the Exciſe given, 
found out other ways, both by Land and otherwile, to 
ive great Sums ; and by ſuch ways they might have 
Fivplid him then without the Excile. Tis allow'd, his 
Revenne was fit to be enlarged beyond that of his An- 
ceſtors, becauſe the conſtant Charge of the Govern- 
rent wasgreater. But this was no reaſon for an Exciſe. 
The putting a, bar upon Crown-grants of theRevenue, 
and appropriating the forfeited Eſtates to the Crown, 
would {oon have done more than the Exciſe was then 
yalued at, one Moiety being given for the Wardſhips, 
which the Court valued but at 1 00000 |. per annum. 

If ir were fit atthat time to raiſe the yearly Revenue 
to 1200000 |. per annum, (though that was more by 
400000 |. than the yearly Eftabliſhmenr and Charge 
of the Crown then, or for many years after, came to) 
if the Parliament of 1 660, As not, at once, ring 

l 


it tothat, they might have gone as far as they cou 


without the Exciſe, and left it to other Parliaments to 


makeit up. They gave the Crown, without count- 


ing the Exciſe, a greater __ than ever it had, ar 
than it could pretend to ſpend in time of Peace. And 
* nn 
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accordingly we ſee what amazing Sums were expend- 


ed every year, out of what was pretended to be abſo- 
lutely neceſlary for the ſupport of the Government, 
in Ways not to be mentioned orremembred, bur only 
in order to prevent the like for the furure. 

And when this was given, all chat Parliament got, 
by their Zeal to (ertle 12 00000 |. per amwm, was, 
That the Court, next Parliament, pretended it was 
not ſo much as was intended ; and therefore gat, b 
influencing Commitrees, ſuch Reports, upon which 
they obtained 2 or 3000001. more added to the ſtand- 
ing Revenue. 

"Upon the Demiſe of King (harles, what necefſicy 
was there to continue the Exciſe ro King James, 1 
mean the Moiery then determined ? Could any thing 
under 2 Popith Prince be a greater Security co the 
Proteſtant Religion, and Liberty of the Kingdom, 
than the ſmallneſs of the Revenue? And was it not 
the main Argument of King Charles and the Clergy, 
againſt paſſing the Bill of Excluſion ? They urged, 

at though the Crown ſhould -come to a Popj 
Succeſſor, he could not be able to force his Religion 
upon the Nation, by reaſon of the falling off of the 
one half of rhe Exciſe at K. Charles's dearh, and chert- 
by the ceafing of fo great a Branch of the Revenue. 
Which if ithad been | <om low, or moderately enlar- 

ed for a time, a ſhorvtime, if the Commons could 
bo agree among themſelves, they might have 
ſtopp'd 
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ſtopp'd all invaſion: of Property, or danger of Ty- 
ranny. 

If ever ſuch a Revenue would have been let fall, no 
doubt it would have been then. Bur we ſee, in che [n- 
ance of King James's Parliament, when Exciſe is once 
begun, there isno end of it to be expected. ThatPar- 
liament gave him, for his Life, what was fallen, and 
not only ſo, but an Increaſe upon Linen, Wine, Tobac- 
co,o&q, worth near the double. Had King fames conti- 
nued among us, I doubt not, this new Excife would: 
have been continued ; nor do 1 _ whenever ſuch 
Grants are made, etence of a r Neceſlity, 
bur there wilt be Arts and Methods found out by thole 
in the Miniſtry,to have them perpetuated. When once 
an Exciſe is up, we fee it muſt be kept on. © It's cafy16: 
hnd a neceſfiry for it ; and where that is wanting, yer 
one Parliamene muſt be as kind as another, . nf: by 
is want of reſpect to the preſent Crown'd Head.. 

I think there was never bur one Excilc raiſed that 
eyer fell again, and that was the Additional Exciſe giv 
ven in the Reign of King (bales for Years, and yec 
even that, though it ceaſed ſome time, was again revis 
ved by the laſt Parliament, and ſo continuerh. 

T his Principle, That the Houſe muſt ever be as kind 
to the Preſent Government as their Predeceſlors were 
ro others, will carry things at any time againſt the In = 
rereſt of the Kingdom. And therefore Money ſhould 
not be raiſed by che Commons in that manner, in 


which the Houſe may be prefled wich Argyments they 
Ve 
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have rormerly experienc'd have wrought on their good 
Natures, beyond the Intereſt of their Countries who 


” - 


ſent them. 

If it be ſaid, Are not the Parliament Maſters of 
their own Reſolutions, and may not they ſafely cruſt 
themſelves, ſince it is in their power to put an end to 
an Exciſe,whenever they think there is no farther occa- 
fion for it > To this I anſwer, They are not ſo much 
Maſters of their Reſolutions as ſome think. Sollicitati- 
ons goa great way. Pretences are ſpecious. Men are 
frail Taxes of this kind do not immediately touch 
the Members of Parliament themſelves, who are land- 
ed-Men, and therefore not ſo direly concerned to 
getthem off. To this I add, That our wileſt and beſt 
Policy is to keep a Parliament out of the tempratzon 
of doing that which may prove the ruin of the Natioa. 
Men do not care for being thought diſaffected to a 
Government, as it is always thrown in their diſh, if 
they offer at diminiſhing any Revenue that has been 


ven, and are not as forward as other People to grati- 
4 the Crown and the Miniſters in all their expeca- 
HONs, 

There was not long ago an Inſtance of this in Parli- 
ament. Ir appeared to the Commons, that beſides all 
Grants of Lands by K. Charles and K. James, there was 
above 260000 |: per ans. charge laid on the Revenue. 
And therefore, to prevent the like for the future, and 
that the Court might not, when they pleaſed, without 
Parliament, tax us by their Patents, which our Eſtates 
muſt 
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muſt make up, there was a Proviſo added to the 
Bill for ſetling the Hereditary Revenue, to make all 
Grants void againſt a Succeſſor. And though, belides 
the Reaſons above-mentioned, the State of Aﬀairs, 
and the charge of making War, now ſo much grea- 
ter than formerly, requiied ſuch provilion, yet how 
Heinouſly and Spitefully was it repreſented by ſome, 
asif it proceeded only from prejudice to King Willi- 
am 2 So that though the Act wene chrough the Houle 
of Commons, /to; be lodg'd. with the Lords,' with 
them it llepr. | 14 

L infiſt che more upon this Obſeryation, T hat Ex» 
cile railed once (tho on pretence of the greateſt 
Necellity, and that it ſhall be only Temporary, 'atd 
but for a ſhort time ) never fails, by. one means of: 
other, to be continued, becauſe | defire the Impatys; 
trance of the thing may be conſidered ; and in caſe it: 
ſhould ſo fall out in the Exciſe, which now ſome 
ſeem to deſire, icought ſure, ar leaſt, ſeriouſly rabe 
conſidered, what our Cale will be thereupon. 

We know very well, That 800000 per 41.,. or 
thereabouts, with good husbandry, will diſchargaall 
the Expences of #: Government in time of' Peace. 
Therefore 1a the year 1660, when che Court had 
ſcrew'd, their demands to the higheſt, they ww 
only che-ſtandjng Revenue'rg be . 1200000 l.; an 
whatever they got aligeardy Was Hot, On pregence 
thar more was neceſſary, but, that they! had ng 
ſo, rauch. D Thac 
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T hat very ſtanding Revenue which was ſetled in 
King Charles's time was fo great, that every body re- 
members, when a great Army was raiſed, the Houle 
of Commons was tryed to give but one 300000 |. 
per Ha, more, which it they could have gor, no one 
doubrs bur it was defign'd there ſhould have been an 
end of Parliaments. And that very thing was preſt 
ſo handſomly, and ſo much to the purpoſe by ſome, 
who were then Members of the Houſe of Commons, 
that the very Penſioners of that Parliament, voted 
againſt the augmentation of the Revenue which was 
deſired, leſt Parliaments ſhould end all at once, and 
their Penſions with them. 

The Revenue now in time of Peace, will yield 
above all charges x 5 ovo001. per 4n. If more be given 
inthis way of Exciſe, and it ſhonld be continued , *tis 
thegiving up the very being of Parliaments. 

There are till many other Reaſons againſt this way 
of Taxing by an Exciſe. 

L have ſhewed already, That this is a giving men 
know not what : That Moiety of the Exciſe given 
in 4660, for 100000 1. fer An. hath ſince proved 
worth Three and a half. That which King ( barles 
deſired as 300000 |. when it was got by King James, 
ptoved to be worth more than Fouble that value. 
And tothis{ may add, That the-more fuch'Revenues 
prove; if they ſhould be continued, the more dange- 
wes for the Nation, oo: (OG ou 
f1T $4. This 
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This is 2 troubleſome and a (laviſh ſort of Tax. 
The preſent Government came in upon a foot of Li- 
berry ; Whar was the realon that the Chimney- 
money. was taken off, bur only this, Thar every man 
might have his Houle free ? Shall the Nation be 
mock'd by taking off a Feather ; and inthe room of 
it, laying on a. Mill-ftone ? Fhis is a way to bring a 
Lord-Dane into every one of our Families, 45 
+1: The Difficulty of Raiſing this Tar, will be very 
great; the People of England dif-reliſh it extremely. 
t have heard ſome of the Wiſelt and Honeſteſt Mem- 
bers of the Houfe of Commons ſay, They would 
be hang'd up ar the door of the Houle, betore they 
would conſent ro it. All that livedin the late times 
remember with what dithculty the Exciſe was raiſed 
by thole who: were then in the Government : And 
*trs certain, they could never have compals'd ir, but 
for the Terror of the Army then kept up. - Now if 
the Parliament ſhould raife Money in this way, to 
pay our Army, and ſhould be neceflitated, as rhey 
were, to keep up a ſtanding Army to-pather it,” we 
ſhall be at a fine paſs. The Money muft be raiſed 
topay our Armies, that ehey may carry on the Wat 
vigorouſly againſt our Enemies, -and inſtead of -ary 
ſuck Service from chem, :ebey rault be kept ' ac home 
to raiſe che' Exciſe. He ROE 08 

| The common Argument for an Exciſe, That i 
will ſpare our Lands ; is grounded upon a falle ſup, 
| D p 


2 poltion : 


(23) 


poſition : This is not a ſparing our Lands, but a 
charging them for ever with double what is needful, 
The dearer the Farmer pays for his Commodities, 
the.Jes Rent he will pay; and the lefs his Produ&t 
yields: him clear, accordingly he muſt value his 
Farm.. The more ( for example) is laid on Lead, 
the leſs will Woods and Qar yield ; and fo of other 
Commodities. 

T be greateſt Excifes which are laid in Holland, are 
upon Commodities which are not of the growth of 
the Countrey : Their Corn comes from Dantzick, 
their Fleſh from Denmark ; and ſo of ſeveral other 
things ; ſo that by loading them, they. oblige their 
People to conſume the Goods of their own Growth 
and Countrey, ſuch as Cheeſe, Milk, Herrings, &c; 
Whereas if an Exciſe belaid here, ir muft be upon 
things growing in this Kingdom ; which undpubred- 
ly will hinder the Conſumption of ſuch things; for 
the dearer they: are, the leſs people will buy of chem, 
and.the moreithey will reduce their Families, ; thay 
they may live cheap. : que, "7 

The Policy of our Anceſtors tended to encoutage 
the Conſumption of all Home-Commodities, which 
is. certainly the rrue Intereſt of; the\Nation.... Suchi a 
Tax would go. directly againtt. this Maxim. ; - Here- 
tofore the Gentry and Nobility of England lived alto- 
gether. in the Councrey ;: where. they / contiaually 
ſpent. the Product of the-Eand ;. Now: they all Hock 
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to London, where their way of living is quze differing 
from that uſed heretofore, andthey do not expend in 
proportion the third part of things of our product, 
to what they did when they lived among theirNeigh- 
bours. - The Yeomen and Gentlemen of ſmaller 
Eſtates, are now, generally ſpeaking, the oaly con- 
ſtant Reſidents in the Countrey. It an Exciſe 
ſhould come to rajle the Price of all. things ; how 
ſhall chele men maineain their Families ? And if th 
put them oft, or diminiſh them, who {hall ſpend 
the growth of the Lands ? 
_ Ir is evideng; this Tax will falt very hard every 
where upon the- poor Farmers ; and thoſe. who are 
beſt able co pay it, will be moſt ſpared ; For exam- 
ple; if an Exciſe ſhould be laid upon Malt,. where. 
will the Burden lye 2 The price of it will certainly, 
fink in the Countrey, far want of Conſumption, by: 
reaſon of the new Impoſkion, - The Brewers in, 
great Cities and Towns, ſuch as London, 'Briſtol, Exe- 
ter, Norwich, &c. will. be the gnly Gainers, fiace they: 
will buy their Male cheap, and ſell their driak-as dear. 
ar dearer than before. And the poor Farmer mult: 
hear che Joſs ;, which will'quickly' be the: caule of, 
throwing up the Lands in all parts of the Kingdom. 
But anotherthing which, 1 conteſs, ,vuh me i,of 
the higheſt weight, ischis. We know the Safety. of 
the Nation depends upon the, Liberty. of Elections of. 
Members to Parliament, The Excile-men go already. 
a great 
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2 great way in many Corporations,” by their Intereſt 
in Inns and Ale-houſes, in influencing the EkRions 
to Parliament. Whar then do we think they will do 
when they have an Intereſt in every Private Houle 2 
If there were no other Objection againſt Taxing by 
an Exciſe, I ſhould think this one abundanely ſuffici- 
ent, with any man that knows how much the Being 
and Well-being of the Nation depends npon Free 
Parliaments, and conſequently upon the-entire Li: 
berry of thoſe who are EleCftors, in giving theit 

Votes. | 
If ſachan Exciſe ſhould not be general at firſt, yer 
when' once "that way of Taxing is bronghe in, ir 
will quickly grow general : If ic be laid one timeup- 
on forme Commodiries, it will next ttme be laid on 
.others. All we have, will come to be Excifeable ; 
and it will be with us at length, as it is at Amſterdam ; 
where (to uſe the words of ene who has lately 
written in thac Countrey ) a Diſh of Fiſh, with its 
Sauce, before ic be lerved up to the Table, pays Exe 
ciſe Thirry ſeveral times; And this indeed oughe 6 
be conſidered the more, becauſe” of thole it our 
Court and Councils, who have been bred up in Fut- 
land, where every things raxed. 7 0TW1 
"One thing more't mult add; which is, {rar no 
Tax whatever is ſo chargeable in the gathering, 25" 
anExciſe : That which 1s laid already upon Beer 


and Ale, cofts above 800001. per Ar. in ColleQing ; 
and 
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and if there ſhould be a general Exciſe raiſed, ir 
would come to'near three times that Sum, 

My chief deſizn in writing this Paper, was to 
ſhew the danger of granting an Exciſe by Act of 
Parliament, which I hear diſcourled of in ſeveral 

arts of the Kingdom, as a'way which will be offer'd 

y ſome to ſupport this War; though it was debated 
and rejected the laſt Seſſion of Parliament. Perhaps 
there may be ſome, who do not ſufficiently appre- 
hend the dangerons conſequence of this manner of 
Tating ; and for their ſervice it is, thatI ſer down 
my thonghts upon this matter. No man in England 
is more throughly ſenſtble than I am, of the neceſſity 
of carrying on this War. Izmof opinion, That the 
liberty of this Nation, the preſervation of this Go- 
vernment, and the ſecurity of the Proteſtant Inte- 
reft throughout Europe, do mainly depend upon the 
ſucceſs oft [ have ſhewed, that ir is impoſſible to 

oon with ir, without giving great Sums of Mo- 
ney; andI am _— rgoag choſe Sums, when 
our Repreſentatives ſhall know what they axe, by 
having an exact Stare of the War for the next Year 
laid before them ; which I preſume will be their 
frft Care, This is reaſonable and neceſlary, and 
more than this cannot be deſired. Only we would 
have the Taxes ſo laid, as»when the neceſfity of 
Taxing ceaſes, the Taxes may ceaſe with that ne- 


cellity. 
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"There are other ways of raifing Money beſides a 
General Exciſe. The Engliſh Nation has now, at 
the Expence of its own Money and Blood reduces, 
Ireland, Muſt none of the Lands of thoſe Rebels, 
after all, be applied to the charge of this War ? ls 
all chat has. been ſaid and declared in Parliament, 
upon that Head, to no purpoſe ? Muſt the iſh Pa- 
pilts be again reſtored to the Poſlefſion of their 
Eſtates, and (o this Kingdom not only brought un- 
:der the neceflity of maintaining a great ſtanding Ar- 
my, to keep them from Riling and Curting the Pro- 
teſtants Throats; but likewite be defeated of the 
Lands, which they were made believe ſhould lerve 
in a great meaſure; to re-imburſe them for the pro- 
digious Sums that have becn adyanced for the redy- 
cing of that Country ? I hope the wildom of the 
Parliament will rake that matter into Conſideration ; 
and nor ſuffer themſelves to be Fruſtrated of ſg great 
a Sum of Money, as thoſe riſh Lands will yield; 
which, if they were expoſed to Sale, would find 
Purchaſers enough, at ſuch kind of ratcs as they 
were formerly ſold for uppn the like occaſion ; ayd 
the Money which ſhould ariſe from them, would 
ſerve for a Fund to defray a great part of the next 
Years expence of the War. | 

le were .beteer to return to the Ch:mney-Money; 
than to load the Nation with this, new Exciſe. t 


do not lay that ought to be done for 1 think itab- 
ſurd 
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furd and diſhonourable, afcer having taken off that 
Burden ſo lately, with ſo much Pompous oftentati- 
on and expreſſion of defireto gratifie the People, to 
lay it on anew: "That would have a very ill look. 
But yet | think, ſuppoſing ſuch a neceſlicy, it were 
wiſdom, of two Evils to take the leaſt ; and rather 
return under the preſſure of an old Burthen, than 
ſubmit to a greater, and run ſo great an hazard as 
that of ſerling a Revenue, which if continued, 
might give opportunity and encouragement to ill 
Miniſters of Scare to attempt, and perhaps atchieve 
deſigns like thoſe, which we tell the World, were 
the cauſe of our joining in the late Revolution. 

There are Sang at of Publick Accounts, 
Sitting by Authoricy of Parliament, to examine 
how the Treaſure of the Nation has been laid out 
for theſe laſt Three Years. It will be ſeenin this 
Report, what immoderate Penſions have been 
granted, and to what kind of men; and what in- 
credible Sums of Money the Natioa has. been- cheat- 
ed of, by thoſe employ'd in Civil and Military 
Truſts, 1 do not know why ſuch People ſhould.not 
be obliged co Refund : Andit there be care caken 
for the future to prevent ſuch abuſes, the Sums of 
Money which mult be Raiſed for the defence of the. 
Nation, and the ſupport of the Government, will 
be very much leflened, * 
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There will doubtleſs, be many Propoſals made 
in Parliament, of different natures, for ways and 
methods of Raiſing Money. Whenever there 1s 
occaſion for a Tax, there is always great variety of 
Proje&ts of that kind. But when all 15 done, I hum- 
bly conceive, there will be nothing upon the whole 
matter found ſo fafe, and ſo much for the good of 
the Nation, as a Land-Tax. Other things may 
help, but this will be the main Reſource : Ti rrue, 
this will ſmart while it laſts, bur we are fure to have 
an end of it, The Members of Parliament them- 
{elves will be obliged in intereſt torake ir off, when 
the occalion ceaſes; and befides the Freeholders of 
England, will never endure the continuance of a 
Land-Tax, longer than there is an evident neceſſity 
for it. This is the way which our Anceftors walke 
in upon theſe occafions ; and this is the ſafe and ſure 
way. 

It has been laid down in Parliament as a good 
rule, To ſupport the Government in time of Peace, 
by Taxcs upon Trade; and in time of War, to 
have recourſe to the Land, becauſe that Tax will 
not be in danger of being continued when the War 
is OVer, 

I do not decide which of the two ſorts of Taxes 
upon Land is beſt ; the Monthly Aſſelment, or the 
Pound rate, which likewiſe comprehends Perſonal 
Eſtates, as far as they can be diſcovered. I know 

opinions 


* 
opinions Are much divided upon-this potnt.,” The 
Aﬀfotiared Counties and ra-aporbrad ere fot 
the laterof- theſe Taxes; the North of Enytand and 
other- parts for the former; ſuch 2 queftion is 'r00 
nice to be handled by a matt without doors. The 
Choice muſt be detertajned in this difficalty,” by che 
wifdom ofthe Pathantenr,-* But one thing, Erhink, 
all are for; 'the- preſerving of che Coriſtitntivrl; 'and 
the- maintaining our Liberty, for the ſake ywhereof, 
all chis Money is to be Raiſed. And that is all which 
Lam pleading for. Ler no man be miſled,” by a pre- 
tence of convenience, or disburdening his Land, in 
this way of Taxing. All choſe are miftaken argumencs, 
And though they were not ſo, thongh all che conve- 
niencites in the World were to be found in this new 
method, though there were never | fo grear eaſe 
to our Lands in it, yet the fingle'confideration of 
what the Nation hazards in giving a Revenue”, chat 
probably will never be diſcontinued, and the dan- 
gerto which the Liberties of the Kingdom will be 
expoſed, it ever the Crown ſhall be Rich enough 
to Govern withour Parliaments, is abundantly 
ſufficient roover-ballance whatever can be alledged 
to the contrary from Topicks of preſent eaſe, or pris 
vate intereſt. The Conſtitution, the Conſtitution 
is our happineſs. Let any igconveniencies be ſub- 
micted ro, rather than that broughc into danger. 


We (ſtand upon a needleſs point; the Revenue of 
E n the 
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the Crown is ſo very high already, that one remove 
more does. our. buſineſs. England can neyer be un- 
done, but by jts own canſent: Have a. care then of 
giving that facal conſent. We have hitherto been 
the envy of all our Neighbours for our Liberiies, 
and the Priviledges .we enjoy ; the greateſt of 
which, is being governed by Laws made by ous 
own Repreſentatives; All we have is onfng 56 the 
preſervation of Parliaments, and making their fre- 


yent Meetings neceflary., Let Taxes be laid ſo, that 
they may ceaſe with thejr cauſe, and ſo Parliaments 
may.not become unneceſſary, 1ſhall ſtop here, and 
ſay no more concerning a Land-Tax, becauſe this 
Paperis too long already, and becauſe my chief in- 


rent in. writing it .(/as. 1 ſaid before) was not ſo 
much co.urge arguments for a Land-Tarx,. as to offer 
fome conſiderations, which might ſhew the danger 
of a General Exciſe. 


